
l:UNUTJ:;S Oli' A REGULAR l~TI1TG 
0]' THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Oll' Tl::E CITY OF TORRAlTCE 

Torranoe, California, 
June 19, 1923. 

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the City of 
Torrance was held in the Council Char..bers at Torrance, Califor­
nia, June 19, 1923, and was called to order by President Gilbert 
at 8:00 P.M.. The following Trustees were present: Fitzhugh, 
Proctor and Gilbert. Absent: Nash and stone. 

Th$ minutes of the regular meeting of June 5. 1923. were 
read and approved as read. 

The regular order of business was suspended as this was the 
time set for opening of bids for 500 feet of 2t inch Fire hose 
as advertised. 

The Pioneer Rubber Mills of San Francisco ma,o.e the following 
bid: 

Victor $1.10 per foot. 
Guardian .95 II II 

Terms and descriptions of SaIT,e ",ere given in their proposal. 

The Eureka Fire Hose Co: 
Paragon 
Trojan 
ll"onpar'e il Jkt 
lIorthern 11 

Pacific II 

Specifioation II 

with 

1.40 
1.20 
1.10 
1.10 

·90 
·73 

terms and blank 

The American Rubber Manufacturir~Co: 
Crackerjack 1.10 
American .95 
Yosemite.80 

contracts. 

with terms', specifications and contracts. 

The above bide were referred to the Fire Chief and Mr. 
Staplefeldt, at the formers request, to be re:ported on later 
in the evening. 

The minutes of the special meeting of June 11. 1923. were 
read and approved as read. 

The Illinutesof the adj ourned, regular meetirlg of June 12, 
1923 • wel'e read and approved as read. 

The minutes of the special meeting of June 18, 1923. WGl'e 
read and approved as read. 

A letter froLl D. W. Pontius, Vice President and General 
Manager of the Pacific Electric, to our City Engineer was read 
by the Clerk. The same wc,s concerning the condition of Cabrillo 
Avenue 'between El Prado. and Carson Sh'eets. and etc'.ted. that ~\n 
al)propriation had been requested for the improven;ent of s2.id 
street and come definite action wa;:; e;7~pected soon; that the 
IlH?"tter would be followed up and developments advised. 

Trustee },'itzhugh moved tllat the letter be accepted and placed 
011 file ufter acknowledging receipt, Trustee Proctor seconded 
the motion which vras duly carried. 

A communicat ion from the Tor~ance Chru:l1ber of Comr.:erce, signed 
by President Carl Hyde, read: 

"At the regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Chatiber of Commerce held Tuesday afternoon. June 12th, the 1'01-
lowing motion VIas unaniraously carried: 

Motion by Mr. iialone. seconded by Mr. Bartlett, that the 
City Trus tees be requested to again consider the Resolut ion from 
the Chamber of Commerce as passe.d at the meeting of June 5, 1923. 
concerning an ordinance restrictir.g the drilling of oil within 
the City of Torrance as described in said Resolution, and that 
they give it immediate action." 

The letter was tabled for the time beinG' 



lvir. Day, Fre:i,eht Traffic Manager, Pacific Electric, acknow­
ledged receipt of our letter regarding rates on rock, gravel and 
sc;.nd • assurir.g the Board that the same W2.S receiving careful 
consideration. 
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The letter was accepted and placed on file on motion by Tru­
stee Proctor, seconded by Trustee Fitzhugh, and a majority vote. 

Mr. Harry F. Gadeky's oommunication, on behalf of the looal 
Chamber 01' Commerce, to the Board read: 

"The Board of Directors of the Chamber of COI:uuerce at their 
Ineeting Tuesday afternoon, June 19, 1923, accepted your invitation 
to remain in their present quarters and thank you f~r your cour­
tesy in offering the same without rental. n 

Trustee Proctor moved the above letter be accepted and placed 
on file. Trustee FitzhUgh seconded the motion Which was duly 
carried. 

A petition specifying Willite for paving the Amapola district 
wa,s submitted as follows: 

"Gentlemen: 
Vie the undersigned property owners in the district 

lying between the western line of Cota street and the western line 
of the alley to tIle west of .Amapola street and extending from the 
northern line of Carson street to the southern line of Dominglolez 
Street, respectfully petj,tion you to begin street iJllproverc.ent 
proceedings for the improvement of the roadways in said district, 
1'/here not a.lready improved, by erading the same emd paving \,li th four 
(4) inch Vl1111te pavement." . 

It appeared that in the first petition Oil MaoS,darn was speci­
fied, but since that time quite a number of the original Signers 
had changed their minus and are specifying Vlillite. The City En­
gineer l'econlI:1ended a good pavin6 with a solid found~.tion owirlG to 
the condition of the soil - being mostly wind-blown sand - which 
does not pack. and the difference in the price vrould be so small, 
comparatively, that it would be a mistake to use rock and oil 
from an economical standpo int. An Oil M.acade.m IJavement would cost 
15 or 16 ¢ per square foot, and, accordip.g to Mr. Clifford, Ylillite 
would not cost above 20¢ per square foot. It was also brought 
out that the Pacific Electric Land Co. had made certain contracts 
with their clients regarding the pavL;g of this district; that they 
wo .... ld carry out their ()bligations up to and including Oil Macadam, 
and it VIa!': SU(;gd:ted t Lat t he r::atter be laid over until definite 
arrant!;el;lents or a definite understanding waf., arriveo. at as to what 
the P. E. would do. 

The Engineer explaLed that the cost of the work on Cota st. 
would not amount to llUlch as only tl-.ree or four narrow strips across 
the streets Vlould be charc:;ed to Cota, arid tha c the sali~e thinG 
would be true on alley returns in the Manuel district. 

Trustee Proctor moved that further proceedinGS in this Aruapola 
district be halted for the present; that (l meeting be held ne:'.:t 
YJednesday niGht, and, in tlle mean tir.:e ,the property OVTners and 
the P. E. representatives be reque sted to get together and wor],: 
out a definite underst ;,;nding. Trustee Fitzl1Ugh seconded the motion 
Which vIas duly carrie·d. 

On- request by Mr. Vonderahe the minutes of the special meeting 
of June 19, 1923, were re-read. 

A complaint from Mr. Hoerr that boys frOm 12 to 14 years of 
age insioted on playing ball on his lawn, thereby destroying his 
shrubbery, when the public ball park VIas only a blOck and one-half 
away, wan referred to the street I Sewer & Park cO!;lInittee for 
action. 

Mr. Klusman thought the Board of Trustees OUGht to get busy 
and forr'} an Ordinance to keep the 0 il wells out of the restricted 
district of Torrance; that he knew, personally of a $lOO,OOO.OO ­
building program that had been turned down 01, account of there 
being no Ord1nanoe to prohibit oil \'Jells from coming in and spoil­
inG ourto\'m; that the majority oithe people wer'e in favor ot an 
Or~~nance of this ~ind. Mr. Klusman was referred to the Zoning 
Orc':l.l1ance G.S coverJ.ng this matter. 
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Trustee Fitzhugh moved that the Clerk be in~tructed to 
write a letter to the Chwriber of Comme~ce embodying certain ci­
tations from the Zoning Ordinance covering,the above matter, 
and also that the Clerk and tl1.eCity Attorney write up a news 
item for the Herald showing that such an Ordinance is in effect. 
Trustee Proctor seco;;ded the motion which was duly carried. 

It was reported by Trustee Proctor that the City was havirl[; 
trouble getting or keeping good officers on the police force on 
accoun:t of the wages the City was paying, and moved tilat the 
salarYQi' the whole force, excepting the Chief, 'be raised from 
$135. to $150. per month" effective as of June 1, 1923. Trustee 
l'itzhuGh seconded the motion which was duly carried by the fol­
lowinG ro 11 call. vote: 

Ay}~S: Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None . 
.AJ3SEl'rT; Trustees: 'Nash and stone. 

Regarding the El Prado park, Trustee Proctor intimated that 
he could save the City some money by doing the work by day labor, 
and e:D1.ibited the latest design for its improvement, asking the 
Board for their acceptance of the plan and for authority to go 
ahead with the work. To this end, Trustee Proctor moved tllat 
all bids for the.iIllprovement of said park be rejected. Trustee 
Fitzhugh seconcled the Illotion Which was duly carried .. 

Trustee Proctor moved that the Park comm.ittee be a~,thorized 
to proceeQ, immediately with the illlproverllent of the El Prado park, 
but that a sum not to exceed $1500.00 be used duril~ the current 
year. Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion which was duly car­
ried by the follow1ng roll call vote: 

AY'.;.i;S; Trustees: F1tzhugh, Prootor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSEnT; Trustees :l;rash and Stone. 

In the matter of an Ordinance prohibiting the firing off 
of' ]j'ire Works before oraft~r the 4th of July, no action ,va.s 
taken. 

- - -- - - - - ~-
On reco;11l11~l1.dation of City Engineer Jessup, who. stated that 

it was a great convenience - not to say necessity - for property 
owners making deeds, for the Aesessorsoffice, etc, to legally 
name the streets of the City. Attorney Briney dictated: 

RESOLUTION NO. 120 
BE IT REsOr.YED, That the nar:leS of the stree'~sappearing on . 

the map, presented to this Board of Trustees, under this date, be, 
and the s~e are hereby, adopted as the official names of the 
streets of the City of Torrance. 

Trustee Fitzhugh moved that He,solution No. 120 be adopted 
as read, and the same filed in the office of the City Clerk. 
Trustee Proctor seconded the motion which was dUly carried. 

It was explained that the Dominguez Land Co. was in a bet­
ter condition to prepare thElse maps e.s they could do it :for lesf3 
money and. r::lore accurately than the City :!.teelf, and that the cost 
would not exceed $125.00. 

Trustee Proctor moved that the maps be procured asrecom­
mended by the EnGineer. Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion 
which was duly carried by the' fOllo\'TinC roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, ProctQr and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustees: Nash and stone. 

The City Engineer stated that he was having a hard tine 
doim:; anything with Western. Avenue as the r9ck all rolled off 
to the side; that, probably. hot oil would have to be procured 
and ~llplied before being able to hold t.he street in any kind of 
shape at all; that a grade~ and sprinkler could he used there 
every day trying tp keep the rocl( in the Dliddle of the road; 
that the hote 11 shOUld be procured from Gil:more or some other 
outfit in that business. as the City had no apparatus for heating 

--.­.... 
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oil that v!as at all convenient, and that elaborate plans would 
have to be promulgated before we could go before the county Super­
visors for permanent paving oftlle portion of the street in the 
County. 

The street proceedings between 222d and PlaZa del knoi ought 
to be speeded up, according to the Engineer, as it is getting, or 
will be late, if we do not decide right away What we are go ing to 
do. As to the. laboratory test of the Rational Paving, the Engin­
eer was aatisfied, and recO·W:.lended that the work proceed at once. 

Attorney Briney reported that Cheif Anderson wished an amend­
ment to the traffic Ordinance prohibiting cars from being parked 
\vhere the curo Wao painted red. Same was referred to the Ordi­
nance committee for report a.t next meeting. 

Fire Chief Hannebrink requested the Board to defer the award­
ing of a contra.ct to furnish ,00 feet of hose until the ne,~t meet­
in£: of the Board on Wednesday evenil1B June 27th. The requect 
was granted on motion by Trustee Practor, seconded by Trustee lJ'itz-
hueh, and a majority vote. .. 

The Fire Chief invited the members of the Board and the other 
City officers to attend a little feed in the new fire house nex.t 
Thursday niGht, stc),ting that an initiation might be pulled off. 

Attorney Briney read: 
ORDIJJAl:JCE HO. ,8 

AN ORDINAlTCE O:l!' THE CI'rY OF TORRAlTCE 
REGULATIHG THE KEEPING OF BEES 

Trustee Fit~hueh moved that Ordinance Ko. ,[j be adopted a.s 
read for its final reading, and thEi same be filed in the office of 
the City Clerk. Trustee Proctor seconded the.ro.otiol1 which was 
duly carried by the follovring roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor and Gilbert. 
ImES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT: Trustees: Hash and stone. 

Attorney B:riney read; 
! O:an!l:rAllTCE NO. 59 

AlIT ORDIHAt'l"CE AMli:l\jDI:TG ORDIHAlTCE HO 50 
OF THE CITY OF TORBJQ~CE 

Trustee ]'itzhut:h moved that Ordinance Ho. 59 be adopted as 
read for its final reading, and the sar,le be filed in the of'fice at' 
the CityCl,erk. Trustee :Proctor seconded the motion Which was duly 
carried by the followinG roll call vote: 

AYt~S; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES: Trustees: 1ifone. 
ABSENT; Trustees: Nash and stone. 

Attorney Briney read: 
ORDUfANCE 1m 60 

Ali ORDIl~Al:ro:a: AlLElmIlTG ORDINAl:ICE HO. 10 
OF THE .C ITY OF TORRAlTCE 

Trustee P);'octor moved that Ordinance lTo. 60 be adopted as 
read for its fina.l rl3ading, ana that the same be filed in t~(le of­
fice of the City Clork. Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion 
which was duly" oarried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: FitzhuGh, Proctor and Gilbert.· 
NOES,; Trustees: Hon~: 
ABSE1~; Trustees: Nash and stone. 



48 

In the matter of the Union Tool Co. franchise, Trustee Proctor 
moved that the bid be accepted and the Attorney instr1lcted to . 
prepare an Ord;j.nance granting said franchise to the Union Tool 
Co. Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion which was duly carried 
by the followine roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor and Gilbert. 
}fOES; Trustees: None. 
AB8.EI-TT; Trustees: l~ash and Stone. 

Attorney Briney read: 
RESOLUTION NO. 121 

A ImiSOLUTIOlT ADOPTmG SPECD'ICATIONS 
FOR PAVING IN PLAZA DEL }.MO DISTRICT 

I 

Trustee Proctor moved that Resolution l~o. 121 be adopted 
as read, and the sa.me f':l.led in the office of the City Clerl:~. 
Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the );lotion which was duly carried by 
the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fi"tzhuSh, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSEHT ; .. Trustees: :Uash and Stone. 

Attorney Briney read; 
R"ESOr,.uTIOU OF Il~TEl-rTIONUO. 122 
PLAZA DEL A:lm AlID 222D DISTRICT 

Trustee Fitzhugh moved that Resolution of Intention :No. 122 
be adopted as read,aM same filed in the office of the City Clerk. 
Trustee Proctor seconded the motion \'1hich was duly carried by 
the followin&;roll call vote: 

AYES; Tr'.,1stees: Fitzhugh. Proctor and Gilbert. 
lWES; Trustees: lJone. 
ABSEN'£; Trustees: !ra.sh a.ndstone. 

Trustee Fitzhue;h moved that a11bil18, properly audited, 
be paid. Trustee Proctor seconded the motion which was duly 
carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor and Gilbert. 
:NOES; Trustees: lIone. 
AB~fr; Trustees: Nash and stone. 

On motion by Trustee Proctor, seconded by 1'rustee J!'itzhugh, 
and a majority vote, the meeting \'tas adjourned until 8:00 P.M. 
Wednesday June 27, 1923. 

~#.~." 
City Clerk of'tl'le City of Torrance. 

APpro~ 

President of the Board of Trustees 
of the City of Torrance. 


